
eCut is a powerfull addon for CorelDraw and can be used for a lot of things like hot wire
cutting, laser cutting or vinyl cutting. But CorelDraw is closed source. I try to find good
alternatives using Inkscape. I did some quick comparisons for the listed functions from
their website. Most things can be done with Inkscape too - some better, some worse,
some different.
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[True shape
nesting]

Cutti
ng
Opti
mizer
(Nest
ing)

[Search shapes] no
exte
nsio
n yet

[Replace] no
exte
nsio
n yet

[Print/Cut] See
Inkcu
t

[Create
SignBox]

no
exte
nsio
n yet

[Reference
scale]

Scale
To
Real
Scale
To
Path
Lengt
h

[Perimeter] Exten
sion
→
Visua
lize
Path
→
Meas
ure
Path

[Create lines] Grids
/Guid
es

[Create
bridges]

Creat
e
Links
(Brea
kawa
y
Conn
ector
s)

MightyScape versus eCut

http://eng.e-cut.ru/index.php?view=function&functionid=0
http://eng.e-cut.ru/index.php?view=function&functionid=0
https://wiki.stadtfabrikanten.org/books/fablab-chemnitz/page/cutting-optimizer-nesting
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http://eng.e-cut.ru/index.php?view=function&functionid=22
http://eng.e-cut.ru/index.php?view=function&functionid=47
http://eng.e-cut.ru/index.php?view=function&functionid=1
https://wiki.stadtfabrikanten.org/books/fablab-chemnitz/page/inkcut
https://wiki.stadtfabrikanten.org/books/fablab-chemnitz/page/inkcut
http://eng.e-cut.ru/index.php?view=function&functionid=24
http://eng.e-cut.ru/index.php?view=function&functionid=24
http://eng.e-cut.ru/index.php?view=function&functionid=48
http://eng.e-cut.ru/index.php?view=function&functionid=48
https://old.stadtfabrikanten.org/pages/createpage.action?spaceKey=IFM&title=Scale+To+Real&linkCreation=true&fromPageId=76578961
https://old.stadtfabrikanten.org/pages/createpage.action?spaceKey=IFM&title=Scale+To+Real&linkCreation=true&fromPageId=76578961
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https://old.stadtfabrikanten.org/pages/createpage.action?spaceKey=IFM&title=Scale+To+Path+Length&linkCreation=true&fromPageId=76578961
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https://old.stadtfabrikanten.org/pages/createpage.action?spaceKey=IFM&title=Scale+To+Path+Length&linkCreation=true&fromPageId=76578961
http://eng.e-cut.ru/index.php?view=function&functionid=2
http://eng.e-cut.ru/index.php?view=function&functionid=25
https://old.stadtfabrikanten.org/pages/createpage.action?spaceKey=IFM&title=Grids%2FGuides&linkCreation=true&fromPageId=76578961
https://old.stadtfabrikanten.org/pages/createpage.action?spaceKey=IFM&title=Grids%2FGuides&linkCreation=true&fromPageId=76578961
https://old.stadtfabrikanten.org/pages/createpage.action?spaceKey=IFM&title=Grids%2FGuides&linkCreation=true&fromPageId=76578961
http://eng.e-cut.ru/index.php?view=function&functionid=49
http://eng.e-cut.ru/index.php?view=function&functionid=49
https://old.stadtfabrikanten.org/pages/createpage.action?spaceKey=IFM&title=Create+Links+%28Breakaway+Connectors%29&linkCreation=true&fromPageId=76578961
https://old.stadtfabrikanten.org/pages/createpage.action?spaceKey=IFM&title=Create+Links+%28Breakaway+Connectors%29&linkCreation=true&fromPageId=76578961
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https://old.stadtfabrikanten.org/pages/createpage.action?spaceKey=IFM&title=Create+Links+%28Breakaway+Connectors%29&linkCreation=true&fromPageId=76578961
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[Area] Exten
sion
→
Visua
lize
Path
→
Meas
ure
Path

[Create grid] Grids
/Guid
es

[Variable] Next
Gene
rator

[Cost] no
exte
nsio
n yet

[Crop marks] Printi
ng
Mark
s
Dotte
d, or
Trim
Mark
s, or
Exten
sions
→
Rend
er →
Layo
ut →
Printi
ng
Mark
s

[Hotwire
cutting]

no
exte
nsio
n yet

http://eng.e-cut.ru/index.php?view=function&functionid=3
http://eng.e-cut.ru/index.php?view=function&functionid=26
https://old.stadtfabrikanten.org/pages/createpage.action?spaceKey=IFM&title=Grids%2FGuides&linkCreation=true&fromPageId=76578961
https://old.stadtfabrikanten.org/pages/createpage.action?spaceKey=IFM&title=Grids%2FGuides&linkCreation=true&fromPageId=76578961
https://old.stadtfabrikanten.org/pages/createpage.action?spaceKey=IFM&title=Grids%2FGuides&linkCreation=true&fromPageId=76578961
http://eng.e-cut.ru/index.php?view=function&functionid=50
https://old.stadtfabrikanten.org/pages/createpage.action?spaceKey=IFM&title=NextGenerator&linkCreation=true&fromPageId=76578961
https://old.stadtfabrikanten.org/pages/createpage.action?spaceKey=IFM&title=NextGenerator&linkCreation=true&fromPageId=76578961
https://old.stadtfabrikanten.org/pages/createpage.action?spaceKey=IFM&title=NextGenerator&linkCreation=true&fromPageId=76578961
http://eng.e-cut.ru/index.php?view=function&functionid=4
http://eng.e-cut.ru/index.php?view=function&functionid=27
https://old.stadtfabrikanten.org/pages/createpage.action?spaceKey=IFM&title=Printing+Marks+Dotted&linkCreation=true&fromPageId=76578961
https://old.stadtfabrikanten.org/pages/createpage.action?spaceKey=IFM&title=Printing+Marks+Dotted&linkCreation=true&fromPageId=76578961
https://old.stadtfabrikanten.org/pages/createpage.action?spaceKey=IFM&title=Printing+Marks+Dotted&linkCreation=true&fromPageId=76578961
https://old.stadtfabrikanten.org/pages/createpage.action?spaceKey=IFM&title=Printing+Marks+Dotted&linkCreation=true&fromPageId=76578961
https://old.stadtfabrikanten.org/pages/createpage.action?spaceKey=IFM&title=Printing+Marks+Dotted&linkCreation=true&fromPageId=76578961
https://old.stadtfabrikanten.org/pages/createpage.action?spaceKey=IFM&title=Printing+Marks+Dotted&linkCreation=true&fromPageId=76578961
https://old.stadtfabrikanten.org/display/IFM/Trim+Marks
https://old.stadtfabrikanten.org/display/IFM/Trim+Marks
https://old.stadtfabrikanten.org/display/IFM/Trim+Marks
http://eng.e-cut.ru/index.php?view=function&functionid=51
http://eng.e-cut.ru/index.php?view=function&functionid=51
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[Machine time] Laser
Chec
k
can
also
be
done
with
Inkcu
t
softw
are
easily

Laser
Chec
k
can
also
be
done
with
Inkcu
t
softw
are
easily

Path
→
Simpl
ify, or
Exten
sions
→
Modif
y
Path
→
Appr
oxim
ate
Curv
es by
Strai
ght
Lines
(Flatt
en
Bezie
rs),
or
Flevo
bezie
r, or
Purge
Dupli
cate
Path
Node
s

[Optimize path] Opti
mize
Sequ
ence:
Trave
l
Dista
nces
Opti
mize
Sequ
ence:
Small
Holes
First
Long
est
Conti
nuou
s
Path
Line
Sorti
ng

http://eng.e-cut.ru/index.php?view=function&functionid=5
https://wiki.stadtfabrikanten.org/books/fablab-chemnitz/page/laser-check
https://wiki.stadtfabrikanten.org/books/fablab-chemnitz/page/laser-check
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https://wiki.stadtfabrikanten.org/books/fablab-chemnitz/page/inkcut
https://old.stadtfabrikanten.org/pages/createpage.action?spaceKey=IFM&title=Laser+Check&linkCreation=true&fromPageId=76578961
https://old.stadtfabrikanten.org/pages/createpage.action?spaceKey=IFM&title=Laser+Check&linkCreation=true&fromPageId=76578961
https://old.stadtfabrikanten.org/pages/createpage.action?spaceKey=IFM&title=Laser+Check&linkCreation=true&fromPageId=76578961
https://wiki.stadtfabrikanten.org/books/fablab-chemnitz/page/inkcut
https://wiki.stadtfabrikanten.org/books/fablab-chemnitz/page/inkcut
https://old.stadtfabrikanten.org/display/IFM/Simplify+paths
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[Weeding lines] Weed
ing
lines
with
Inksc
ape

(no extension -
lot of manual
steps)

[Effects] there
are
massi
vely
more
featu
res in
Inksc
ape/
Might
ySca
pe

[Finger joint
box]

Finge
r-
jointe
d/Tab
bed
Boxe
s

[Multiply] no
exten
sion
yet
(whic
h
creat
es
such
cool
cross
es)

[Edge roll] Unwi
nd
Paths

[Finger joint
shape]

Box
Make
r -
Path
To
Flex

[Rectangle
nesting]

Fill
With
Copie
s

[Contour
cutting]

easy
to do
with
Union
+
Path
Offse
t /
Outs
et

[Volume/mass] no
exte
nsio
n yet

http://eng.e-cut.ru/index.php?view=function&functionid=6
https://old.stadtfabrikanten.org/display/IFM/Weeding+lines+with+Inkscape
https://old.stadtfabrikanten.org/display/IFM/Weeding+lines+with+Inkscape
https://old.stadtfabrikanten.org/display/IFM/Weeding+lines+with+Inkscape
https://old.stadtfabrikanten.org/display/IFM/Weeding+lines+with+Inkscape
https://old.stadtfabrikanten.org/display/IFM/Weeding+lines+with+Inkscape
https://old.stadtfabrikanten.org/display/IFM/Weeding+lines+with+Inkscape
http://eng.e-cut.ru/index.php?view=function&functionid=31
http://eng.e-cut.ru/index.php?view=function&functionid=53
http://eng.e-cut.ru/index.php?view=function&functionid=53
https://wiki.stadtfabrikanten.org/books/fablab-chemnitz-boxespapercraft/chapter/finger-jointedtabbed-boxes
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https://wiki.stadtfabrikanten.org/books/fablab-chemnitz/page/unwind-paths
https://wiki.stadtfabrikanten.org/books/fablab-chemnitz/page/unwind-paths
http://eng.e-cut.ru/index.php?view=function&functionid=54
http://eng.e-cut.ru/index.php?view=function&functionid=54
https://wiki.stadtfabrikanten.org/books/fablab-chemnitz-boxespapercraft/page/box-maker-path-to-flex
https://wiki.stadtfabrikanten.org/books/fablab-chemnitz-boxespapercraft/page/box-maker-path-to-flex
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http://eng.e-cut.ru/index.php?view=function&functionid=10
http://eng.e-cut.ru/index.php?view=function&functionid=10
https://old.stadtfabrikanten.org/display/IFM/Fill+With+Copies
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http://eng.e-cut.ru/index.php?view=function&functionid=33
http://eng.e-cut.ru/index.php?view=function&functionid=33
http://eng.e-cut.ru/index.php?view=function&functionid=55
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[LEDs] no
exten
sion
yet.
But a
lot of
patte
rn
tools
to do
this

[Separate
curve]

Split
Bezie
r
(Sub
divid
e
Path)

[Reduce nodes]

[Neon] no
exten
sion
yet.
But a
lot of
patte
rn
tools
to do
this

[Remove
duplicated
edges]

Purge
Dupli
cate
Path
Segm
ents
Occul
t
Plugi
n
(Hidd
en /
Supe
rimpo
sed
Line
Remo
val)

[Door panels]

http://eng.e-cut.ru/index.php?view=function&functionid=11
http://eng.e-cut.ru/index.php?view=function&functionid=34
http://eng.e-cut.ru/index.php?view=function&functionid=34
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http://eng.e-cut.ru/index.php?view=function&functionid=35
http://eng.e-cut.ru/index.php?view=function&functionid=35
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[Draft] Nativ
e
functi
on
using
Live
Path
Effect
dime
nsion
ing,
or
legac
y
Dime
nsion
ing
(Repl
aced
by
LPE)

[Slice shape] no
exten
sion
yet,
but
simil
ar to
Split
Bezie
r
(Sub
divid
e
Path)
and
Destr
uctiv
e Clip

[G codes]

[Central line] Nativ
e
Cent
erline
Traci
ng
with
CTRL
+
ALT
+ B

[Eyelets] no
exte
nsio
n yet

[Liquid acrylic]

[Smart divide] Nativ
e
functi
on
using
conto
ur
break
ing

[Create carrier
(boundbox)]

Boun
ding
Box

[Scripts]
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http://eng.e-cut.ru/index.php?view=function&functionid=57
http://eng.e-cut.ru/index.php?view=function&functionid=14
http://eng.e-cut.ru/index.php?view=function&functionid=37
http://eng.e-cut.ru/index.php?view=function&functionid=58
http://eng.e-cut.ru/index.php?view=function&functionid=15
http://eng.e-cut.ru/index.php?view=function&functionid=38
http://eng.e-cut.ru/index.php?view=function&functionid=38
https://old.stadtfabrikanten.org/pages/createpage.action?spaceKey=IFM&title=Bounding+Box&linkCreation=true&fromPageId=76578961
https://old.stadtfabrikanten.org/pages/createpage.action?spaceKey=IFM&title=Bounding+Box&linkCreation=true&fromPageId=76578961
https://old.stadtfabrikanten.org/pages/createpage.action?spaceKey=IFM&title=Bounding+Box&linkCreation=true&fromPageId=76578961
http://eng.e-cut.ru/index.php?view=function&functionid=59
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[Connect
opened paths]

Join
Paths
/
Creat
e
Tabs
And
Dimp
les,
or
Chain
Paths
, or
Close
Paths
, or
Line
Mergi
ng
(Com
bine
Paths
)

[Align and
Distribute]

Nativ
e
functi
on

[Finger joint
change size]
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[Fillet] Nativ
e
functi
on, or
legac
y
plugi
n
Fillet
And
Cham
fer
(Repl
aced
by
LPE),
or
Roun
d
Corn
ers
(Repl
aced
by
LPE)

[Set size] Nativ
e
functi
on, or
legac
y
plugi
n
Scale
To
Size
(Repl
aced
by
defau
lt
trans
form
scale
)
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http://eng.e-cut.ru/index.php?view=function&functionid=41
https://old.stadtfabrikanten.org/pages/createpage.action?spaceKey=IFM&title=Scale+To+Size+%28Replaced+by+default+transform+scale%29&linkCreation=true&fromPageId=76578961
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[Search for
intersections]

Cont
our
Scan
ner
And
Trim
mer
Path
Inters
ectio
ns

[CAD functions] Most
functi
ons
are
nativ
e in
Inksc
ape,
or
possi
ble
with
the
havin
g
exten
sions

[Search
duplicates]

no
exte
nsio
n yet
, but
Purge
Dupli
cate
Path
Segm
ents
could
be
exten
ded
with
this
functi
on

[DXF Export] Nativ
e
functi
on
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